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At the Movies: Defeating the Monster Problems In My Life

Welcome to Eagle Rock Baptist Church.  If we haven’t had the chance to meet – my name is Andrew – I’m one of the pastors here.  This morning we continue our series “At the Movies.” Each week we look at one of the summer’s biggest blockbuster.  We don’t show the movie –  to be honest, we’re not necessarily recommending you go see the movie either – but we are exploring each film for its underlying spiritual theme and looking at what the Bible has to say about it.  
Today we’re looking at – GODZILLA: King of the Monsters
	Godzilla as you probably know isn’t a new movie. The first screening of a Godzilla film goes all the way back to 1954. Since then, they've been doing sequels, remakes, spin-offs. You name it…he'll fight it.  That's what I love about Godzilla movies – in addition to being a lot of fun – there always a newer bigger problem for the characters to face – if a giant radioactive reptile isn't enough to deal with, let's add a giant flying moth ….or what about an alien robot Godzilla?  Or a three-headed monster who shoots energy beams.  
	These monsters aren’t real, but as a metaphor, they are a lot like the problems many of us face. Think about it. What do these monsters create? Fear? Chaos? They're so big that when you see them, they tend to dominate the horizon. In your encounter with them, you conclude, surely the worlds coming to an end. Isn’t that what happens when you have a monster problem? Whether it’s a financial problem, a relationship or health problem, it creates fear, and usually chaos in our lives.  Sometimes our problems seem so big, that it feels like that’s all that we can see.  It’s all we can focus on. Like Godzilla, they take up the entirety of our horizon.  Sometimes they feel like a threat, maybe not to humanity as a whole, but at the very least to life, as we know it.  
	The good news is we’re not alone in this. Problems are universal.  There is no one who is exempt.  Jesus tells us in John 16:33  “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.” That’s a promise. It sounds like a contradiction. “I tell you this so that in me, you may have peace: you will have troubles.” Is anyone comforted by the promise of having trouble? No! The comfort comes from our identity in Jesus and the next line: “But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  Our comfort is found in the fact that the battle is has been won.  Jesus is victorious. Jesus is inviting us to face our problems (troubles) with faith.  To look past what we see with our physical sight, and look at things through the eyes of faith, trusting God is in control. This is what the author of Hebrews tells us, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” Faith is a way of looking at the world, trusting that God is involved, in control, and working all things according to his plan. Even though at the moment it might not look like it. Even though all the signs might be pointing in the opposite direction. To live in a way where we’re not defeated by our problems, especially the monster one, we need to live by faith.
	We’re going to spend the rest of our time looking at a story in the Old Testament where the Israelites literally encountered, maybe not a monster problem, but at the very least, a giant problem. We’re going to see two different ways to respond: we can respond in fear, or we can respond in faith.  So, let’s turn to the book of Numbers chapter thirteen? 
	For those of you newer to the Bible, where we're picking up the story in the book of Numbers, God had delivered his people, the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. They had crossed through the red sea. God had given them the ten commandments at Mount Sinai, and now under Moses, God’s appointed leader, they were on the verge of entering the promised land.  
	The book of Numbers, chapter one begins with a census…which is why it’s called numbers, because it begins with counting…they took a count, to determine the men of military age, 20 years and older, able to serve in the army. Of which there were over 600,000. That’s a pretty good size force considering the Allied invasion of Normandy, was probably about 150,000. It’s a sizeable force, but remember their strength wasn’t so much in the size of their army, but the God they served. Numbers chapter two tells us how the twelve tribes were to be arranged, for traveling into the promised land. Numbers chapter 10, speaks of how they were to communicate the tribes were on the move. All of this was to prepare them for entry and to take possession of the land. 
	The final step was supposed to be a reconnaissance mission. God told them, “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.” These twelve leaders were to explore the land – probably to determine the enemy fortifications, find out where the enemy was weak, and where the land was capable of feeding and sustaining their invading force.  Beyond the strategic, it was also to get a firsthand look at goodness God had promised and awaited them, almost as a means of motivation. 
	The twelve did as they were told, they scouted out the land. They went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath. 22 They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. (Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 When they reached the Valley of Eshkol, they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs.24 That place was called the Valley of Eshkol because of the cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there. 25  At the end of forty days, they returned from exploring the land.
 When they returned, they gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit.  The land flowing with milk and honey refers to the richness of the land. The land can’t produce milk itself, unless you’re talking almond milk or coconut milk, the stuff my wife drinks. What it had was an abundance of pastureland, rich grassy fields, that would support their livestock, which would create the milk. The text also referred to a huge cluster of grapes. What were grapes used for? Making wine. With pomegranates and figs, it symbolized celebration.  God has outdone himself in providing this land for his people.  It was just as God promised, maybe better. 
	But that’s not what the spies focused on, is it? Their report continued  But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”
	They came back loaded down with the evidence of God's goodness, and provision and the focus of their report was on the strength of the inhabitants. You could say their focus was on the problem and not the promise.  
	There were two spies who didn’t share the perspective of the ten: Caleb son of Jephuneh, and Joshua, son of Nun. They saw the same thing, for forty days walked the same land – but they saw it differently. They saw through the eyes of faith. The spies’ report was delivered in public, before the entire congregation of Israel, and it was creating quite a stir. For Caleb to speak, he had to settle everyone down.  Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”
	He offered a counter perspective but was immediately drowned out by the ten.  But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it.  All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.
	Did you notice what just happened? The first speech was accurate. Their conclusion might not have been, but at least their first read of the land seems right: prosperous but occupied. Then they elaborated on the report, to counter Caleb’s. They said, "the land devours those living in it.” Was there any evidence of that? No…in fact, in their first report to the assembly, they claimed that no less than six different people groups were living in the land. If the land devoured its inhabitants, doesn’t it make sense that the land would be empty rather than full?
	The second thing they said was “all the people, were of great size.” This is why I said they faced a giant problem. But was it true? No. While exploring the land, they did encounter the descendants of Anak in Hebron. And the Anakites were a race of people known to be quite tall. Goliath was an Anakite. Some people have studied this and think that the Anakites had a hereditary pituitary disorder that led to gigantism. The Bible doesn't get into that. It just tells us they were large people. But that was only one people group, from one area. It certainly wasn’t the case for the Jebusites, Amorites, Canaanites or anyone else they encountered. And yet the ten claimed it was everyone. They went on saying they saw Nephilim. The Nephilim are referenced all the way back in Genesis 6:4, one interpretation is that they were the offspring of angels, and humans, so they were a kind of demigods. How they made it through the flood, I don’t know? But the ten said they saw them and they were so large and intimidating that the Israelite Spies seemed like grasshoppers to them. It sounds like Godzilla doesn't it?
Goliath was a big guy, but even he wasn’t twice the size of an average human. They were lying in the most ridiculous way.  It’s funny when you unpack it, but less funny when you realize, hey I do that. So many of us when we face a problem, don’t we exaggerate it in our hearts and minds? We allow our problems to grow to mythic proportions, such that what we’re really afraid, has very little basis in reality. 
	I don’t know what’s worse, that the ten spies had become so unhinged, or that the Israelites bought it.  That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?”4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”
	They’re saying; maybe life was better for us in Egypt – maybe it was better to live as a slave than to be free. Maybe Pharaoh, the taskmaster who had oppressed them, subjected them to forced labor, and forced them to throw their male children into the Nile River. Maybe he’s better at protecting us than God is. Their fear caused them to lose their faith. I don’t know if we would go that far, but when we face certain problems, don’t we question God? His goodness, his plan. God, why did you let this happen? Don't you love me?  This is the fear response to our problems. 
	Caleb and Joshua show us what the response of faith looks like. They were so upset at what they were hearing; they tore their clothes before the assembly of Israel.  “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.”
	The thing setting Caleb and Joshua apart was that they remembered what God had done for them. They remembered God delivered them from Egypt and led them through the red sea. In Deuteronomy, chapter 1, we learn that Moses had tried to encourage the Israelites to remember this very thing. Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. 30 The Lord your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 31 and in the wilderness. There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place.”  These were Moses’ words in response to their refusal to enter the land. He’s saying remember, remember the God you serve and the deliverance he brought about in Egypt.  When we face the problems in our lives, like Caleb and Joshua, Moses and Aaron, the antidote to fear and despair is to remember the things that God has done.  
 In the book of Joshua chapter four, as the Israelites were crossing the Jordan River, God commanded Joshua to have a man from each of the twelve tribes to pick up a stone from the middle of the Jordan. They were to set them on the other side so that any time they thought about going back; they would have the reminder of what God had done. 
In giving us his word, God has given us a reminder, that we can go back to again and again every day to see God’s incredible acts. In doing so, we train ourselves to expect and trust God to act. When we face the monster problems in our life, we can go to God’s word, but hopefully, through the habit of ingesting his word daily, we have God's word in our hearts, to remind us that we serve a mighty God. 
	We can also remember the things that God has done in our own lives. For those of us who have taken the step, we remember our baptism, the outward visible symbol of our new identity in Christ. The first weekend of every month, we celebrate the Lord's Supper, to proclaim what he's done for us. Every week we gather in worship, we celebrate and sing to God for the things he has done. These rhythms shape us into a remembering people, and a remembering people are a faithful people.
	A remembering people is also a hopeful people in the face of our problems. Part of remembering what God has done is remembering what God has promised he will do. Caleb and Joseph did not give way to fear in the face of the giants and inhabitants of the land, because they believed God would do what he said he would.  “If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into the land." They really believed when God told Abraham, "I'm going to give your descendants the land," God meant it.  They could look past the problem and hope for the promise. We might not have the promise of land these days, in Los Angeles, that would be a nice thing, but for those of us who are in Christ, God has made some promises that we can look forward to. We don’t focus on the problem before us. We look forward to what God will do. We can look forward to God completing the good work he began in us (Philippians 1:6), we can look to forward to being raised with Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:14) to everlasting life (John 3:16) appear with him in glory (Colossians 3:3) and conformed to his image (Romans 8:29) and receiving a crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8).
	To having a room prepared before us in the Father’s House (John 14:3), sit down at the marriage supper of the lamb (Revelation 19:6) and we can look forward to a day when every tear is wiped away, and there is no more death or mourning or crying or pain (Revelation 21:4). We can look forward to the day when at the name of Jesus “every knee should bow, in heaven, on earth, even under the earth, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  You might have a monster problem before you, but your monster problem can’t touch the promises God has made to you. 
	There’s a kind of an order to the encouragements. We start by remembering what God has done in the past, and then we look to the future, trusting God’s promise and plan, based on what he’s done. And having looked back and then looked forward we can trust, that regardless of what we face, we don’t need to fear. We can lean on God, and trust him with what he’s doing now, in the present. Caleb and Joshua, trusted what God had done, the looked forward to what he would do in the future, and at that moment, as it says in verse 9, they trusted that the Lord was with them. Trusting what God has done, will do and what he's doing now is not a promise of easy street. For Joshua and Caleb, they were faithful, and they had to wait 40 years, because of someone else’s mistake. But they remained faithful. They trust God knew what he was doing, and God would keep his promise. 
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