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When the Risen Savior Calls Your Name
“Now, let me ask you something profound yet troubling. If you became believers
because you trusted the proclamation that Christ is alive, risen from the dead,
how can you let people say that there is no such thing as a resurrection? If there’s
no resurrection, there’s no living Christ. And face it—if there’s no resurrection for
Christ, everything we’ve told you is smoke and mirrors, and everything you’ve
staked your life on is smoke and mirrors. Not only that, but we would be guilty of
telling a string of barefaced lies about God, all these affidavits we passed on to
you verifying that God raised up Christ—sheer fabrications, if there’s no
resurrection. If corpses can’t be raised, then Christ wasn’t, because he was
indeed dead. And if Christ weren’t raised, then all you’re doing is wandering
about in the dark, as lost as ever. It’s even worse for those who died hoping in
Christ and resurrection, because they’re already in their graves. If all we get out
of Christ is a little inspiration for a few short years, we’re a pretty sorry lot. But
the truth is that Christ has been raised up, the first in a long legacy of those who
are going to leave the cemeteries.
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (Msg)

1. The Call Of _____________________________ - Mary Magdalene
“Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped
and looked in. She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and
the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been lying.
‘Dear woman, why are you crying?’ the angels asked her. ‘Because they have
taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put
him.’ She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but
she didn’t recognize him. ‘Dear woman, why are you crying?’ Jesus asked her.
‘Who are you looking for?’ She thought he was the gardener. ‘Sir,’ she said, ‘if
you have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and
get him.’ ‘Mary!’ Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, ‘Rabboni!’
(which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). ‘Don’t cling to me,’ Jesus said, ‘for I haven’t
yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary
Magdalene found the disciples and told them, ‘I have seen the Lord!’
Then she gave them his message.”
John 20:11-18

2. The Call Of ________________________________ - Peter
“Jesus replied, ‘You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in
heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being.
Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I
will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.’”
Matthew 16:17-18

3. The Call Of ________________________________ - Paul
“Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill
the Lord’s followers. So he went to the high priest. He requested letters
addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the
arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring
them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains. As he was
approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone
down around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
‘Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?’ ‘Who are you, lord?’ Saul asked.
And the voice replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.’ The men with
Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw
no one! Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes
he was blind. So his companions led him by the hand to Damascus. He
remained there blind for three days and did not eat or drink.”
Acts 9:1-9

MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO. . .
¡ Respond to Jesus’ call of conviction by receiving Him as my Lord and
Savior for the first time
¡ Respond to Jesus’ call of comfort by bringing Him my burdens and
receiving His grace and mercy
¡ Respond to Jesus’ call of commission by sharing the good news of His
resurrection with someone else.

