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8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing 
9miracles and signs among the people. But one day some men from the 

Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. 

They were Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of 
10Asia. None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with 

11which Stephen spoke. So they persuaded some men to lie about 

Stephen, saying, ‘We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God.’ 
12This roused the people, the elders, and the teachers of religious law. 

 13So they arrested Stephen and brought him before the high council. The 

lying witnesses said, ‘This man is always speaking against the holy 
14Temple and against the law of Moses. We have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs 
’ 15Moses handed down to us. At this point everyone in the high council 

stared at Stephen, because his face became as bright as an angel’s.

Acts 6:10-15

What We Learn From Stephen’s Story

1. Don’t Be Surprised If Doing The _____________   _____________ 
     Seems To Produce The _____________   _____________ 

2. God Is _____________ Even When We ______ ______ ____

3. If We’re Going To Do The _____________ Of _____________
    We Need To Have The _____________ Of _____________

Memory Verse
“’My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,’ says the Lord.
    ‘And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.

For just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so my ways are higher than your ways

    and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.’”
Isaiah 55:8-9

MY NEXT STEP IS TO. . .

¡ Commit my life to Jesus Christ by receiving Him as my Lord and Savior 
for the first time

¡ Get the most out of today’s message by attending my Life Group 

¡ Ask God to help me to trust Him even when I don’t understand what 
He’s doing

¡ Memorize Isaiah 55:8-9

54The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they 
55shook their fists at him in rage. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 

gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus 
56standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. And he told them, 

“Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the 
57place of honor at God’s right hand!” Then they put their hands over 

58their ears and began shouting. They rushed at him and dragged him 

out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their coats 
59and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. As they stoned 
60him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” He fell to his 

knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” 

And with that, he died.

Acts 7:54-60
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Discussion Questions ‑ Week #2  
QUICK REVIEWThinking back to the sermon this weekend, “Stephen's Sermon,” summarize the main point in a sentence or two.Was there anything you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?Is there any practical step you plan on taking this week in response to the message?     GETTING STARTED
 While Stephen turned out to be a pretty good preacher, he started out in ministry serving widows. Take a moment to think of someone you know who truly serves others. What words, actions, or character qualities would you use to describe them?
 If we are not to be supposed to be surprised that doing the right thing might seem to produce the wrong result, why do you think we so often are?DIGGING DEEPER1. Read 1 Peter 4:12‑19. What stands out to you in this passage?
What do you think it would take for you to view suffering as Peter seems to suggest in this passage? 
Why do you think Christians in America are not experiencing the fiery ordeals that many global Christians and Christians throughout the generations have faced? 
The climax of this passage is verse 19, to “entrust ourselves to our faithful creator by doing good.” What would doing so look like in your life? 

Is there any practical application you feel God is inviting you to make in light of this text2. In Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1:15‑23, he prays that they have wisdom,knowledge, and eyes to see what they cannot. Read the passage together.  
What do you think it means to have the eyes of our hearts enlightened?  
What does it tell you that Paul is praying this prayer for Christians, not unbelievers?  
How might our reliance on the evidence of things seen cause us to miss the unseen that Paul speaks of and prays for? 
How is the power God demonstrates through Christ different from how our world exercises power? 
Where have you seen God's resurrection power at work in your life?FOR PRACTICERichard Forster once remarked it is “the Discipline of prayer that brings us into the deepest and highest work of the human spirit. Real prayer is life creating and life‑changing.” He goes on to say, “To pray is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us.”  This week, reflect on your prayer life and ask yourself. Is my prayer life‑changing for me? Am I progressively becoming a person who points others to Jesus through my words, deeds, and attitude? Or are my prayers perfunctory, superficial, and lacking God's power, leading to a stagnate or languishing spiritual life? If that's you, spend some time in prayer this week and ask God what you should do in response.SHARE ITIs there anything you heard or learned in the weekend message or Life Group this week that you want to share with someone you know? PRAYER REQUESTS
 Pray for Floridians and the ongoing recovery from Hurricane Ian. Pray for Federal aid to arrive quickly and to be received by those who need it most. Pray for opportunities for the church to be on the front lines showing Christ's compassion and care.

LIFEGROUPS
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