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Lessons From The Gospel Going To Samaria

3. The Difference Between The Two Is   
A __________ Of The ___________

1. God Wants Us To _________ _____ To _____ _________

Memory Verse
“And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take 

out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.”
Ezekiel 36:26

MY NEXT STEP IS TO. . .

¡ Commit my life to Jesus Christ by receiving Him as my Lord and Savior 
for the first time

¡ Memorize Ezekiel 36:26

¡ Ask God to show me any area in my life where my heart is not right  
with Him

¡ Get the most out of today’s message by attending my Life Group 
this week

2. There Is A Faith That ____ __ And A Faith That ________

4
But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about 

5
Jesus wherever they went. Philip, for example, went to the city of 

6Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. Crowds listened 

intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and see 
7the miraculous signs he did. Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming 

as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame 
8 9were healed. So there was great joy in that city. A man named Simon 

had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing the people of 
10Samaria and claiming to be someone great. Everyone, from the least to 

the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power of God.” 
11They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded 

12
them with his magic. But now the people believed Philip’s message of 

Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
13Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. Then Simon 

himself believed and was baptized. He began following Philip wherever 

he went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip 
14performed. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of 

Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 
15As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive 

16the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for 
17they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter 

and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the 
18Holy Spirit. When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the 

apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this 
19power. “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay 

20my hands on people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!” But Peter 

replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift 
21can be bought! You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right 

22with God. Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he 
23will forgive your evil thoughts, for I can see that you are full of bitter 

 24jealousy and are held captive by sin.” “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon 

exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!” 
25

After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter 

and John returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan 

villages along the way to preach the Good News.

Acts 8:4-25
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  Discussion Questions - Week #5 

Thinking back to the sermon this weekend, “True and False Faith”, summarize the 
main point in a sentence or two.

l In the Acts passage we looked at this weekend, we learned about Simon the 
Sorcerer. What do you think of when you hear the word sorcerer?

Looking at your notes, was there anything you heard for the first time, caught your

Jesus?

loved the world (John 3:16), why do you think the gate that leads to Him is so 
narrow?

He does seem to talk a lot about what it looks like. Read Matthew 7:13-29. If God so

think we don’t see signs and wonders at the same level in our day?

What fruit should we see in our day that would demonstrate a saving relationship with

QUICK REVIEW

attention, challenged, or confused you?

1. While Jesus doesn’t use the phrase “saving faith” in the sermon on the mount,

In verse 21, Jesus tells us plainly, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter he kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is 
in heaven.” What do you think the Father’s will is?

Is there any practical step you plan on taking this week in response to the message?   

l Phillip’s ministry in Samaria was accompanied by signs and wonders. Why do you

DIGGING DEEPER

GETTING STARTED

How can we avoid anxiety over the state of our salvation or temptation in light of this
passage to try and earn it?

Is there any practical step you could take this week in light of this passage?

If God knows everything (we call this omniscience), why did he need to test Abraham?

Much like the original call of Abraham we looked at weeks ago, we’re not told anything

to talk about the source of saving faith. So, let’s take a look at that passage. Read 
Genesis 22:1-19.What stands out to you?

 

about Abraham’s thoughts or feelings here, only his actions. How would you have felt 
if you were in his shoes?

How does Abraham demonstrate a saving faith?

In Mark 10:45, Jesus says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” While someone can serve without

2. In Romans 4 and James 2, Paul and James use the same example in Abraham

How do the sacrifices we make witness the authenticity of our faith?

FOR PRACTICE 

being a Christian, it seems impossible that a faith that saves could be a faith that fails 
to serve. Consider embracing the practice of service this week by looking for 
opportunities to serve others. Do not seek to draw attention to yourself but enjoy the 
reward of following our Lord’s example and, in some small way, point to Him. 

Please pray for our mission partners at Commission on Compassion as they are

Is there anything you heard or learned in the weekend message or Life Group this 
week that you want to share with someone you know?  

permanently closing the doors to their ministry. Pray as they seek to relocate residents

gospel. Also, pray for our beloved missionaries Bob and Val as they are transferring to 
a new mission field.

SHARE IT 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

to welcoming spaces where they can continue to experience the good news of the

LIFEGROUPS
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