
Memory Verse

“Jesus said to them, ‘Come, follow me, 
 and I will make you fishers of men.’”

Mark 1:17

Pastor Rick Mandl
rick@eaglerockbaptist.com
Week of November 5, 2023

MY NEXT STEP IS TO. . .

¡ Submit my life to the authority of Jesus and begin to follow 
Him for the first time

¡ Memorize Mark 1:17

¡ Ask God to make Jesus’ authority  more visible in my life 

¡ Get the most out of today’s teaching by attending my Life 
Group this week.

12 13At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was 
in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was 

14with the wild animals, and angels attended him. After John was 
put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

15
of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has 

16come near. Repent and believe the good news!” As Jesus 
walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
17

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish 
18

for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 
19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 

20
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without 
delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 

21boat with the hired men and followed him.  They went to 
Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 

22synagogue and began to teach. The people were amazed at his 
teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not 

23
as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue 

24who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, “What do you 
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

25know who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be quiet!” said 
26Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The impure spirit shook the 

27
man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The people 

were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A 
new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to 

28impure spirits and they obey him.” News about him spread 
29quickly over the whole region of Galilee. As soon as they left 

the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of 
30Simon and Andrew. Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a 

31
fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. So he went to 
her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she 

32began to wait on them. That evening after sunset the people 
33

brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole 
34town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had 

various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would 
not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.”

Mark 1:12-34 

____________________2. Authority to  v. 21-22

____________________1. Authority to   v. 16-20

____________________3. Authority to  v. 23-34 
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2. Authority to   v. 21-22Teach
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mailto:rick@eaglerockbaptist.com


  Discussion Questions ‑ Week #7  
QUICK REVIEWThinking back to the weekend sermon, “The Authority of Jesus,” summarize the main point in a sentence or two. Looking at your notes, was there anything you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?Do you plan on taking any practical steps this week in response to the message?             GETTING STARTEDAs you think of one of your favorite bosses, coaches, or teachers, what was it about them that made it easy to follow their advice or example?
How did following them make you better?
In Mark 1꞉16‑20 we read about Jesus' call of his first disciples, Simon, Andrew, James & John, beside the Sea of Galilee. Talk about the situation or person that led you to follow Jesus. DIGGING DEEPER1. This weekend, Pastor Rick shared that the term “kingdom of God/heaven” is used over 100 times in the Gospels. In Matthew 13, Jesus tells several parables to help us understand what the “kingdom of God/heaven” is like. Read Matthew 13꞉44‑46. What do you think it is about God's Kingdom that would compel us to give up everything to attain it? 
What are the things in your life that are of competing values to seeking God's Kingdom first? 
Why do you think we are, at times, prone to undervalue the Kingdom? 
What costs have you experienced in pursuing the Kingdom? 

Are there things you might need to eliminate to seek God more earnestly?
2. Throughout the Gospels, when Jesus invited someone to become a disciple, he issued them the command “follow me.” Adopting the metaphor of the Vine and the branches in John 15, Jesus commands the disciples to “remain in me.” Read John 15꞉1‑8 together. What do you think when you hear “abide” or “remain?” 
How are they different or similar to the command to “follow”? 
Does it come naturally to you to remain in Jesus, or does it take active effort on your part? 
What would it look like for you to remain in Christ in a meaningful and sustainable way? 
What indicators in your life show that you are or are not 'remaining' in Christ? 
FOR PRACTICEOne of our day's least popular spiritual disciplines is the discipline of submission. Submission means not asserting ourselves so that we can come under the authority, wisdom, and power of Jesus Christ as our Lord, King, and Master. In addition, we actively submit to the authority of scripture by hearing, receiving, and obeying the Word of God. Through the act of submission to the Incarnate and written Word, we surrender our perceived right to hold onto a grudge or bitterness and forgive following His model and command. Richard Foster suggests, “The first words of our day” as we roll out of bed that we pray with Thomas à Kempis, “As thou wilt; what thou wilt; when thou wilt.”SHARE ITIs there anything you heard or learned in the weekend message or Life Group this week that you want to share with someone you know? PRAYER REQUESTSThis past Sunday, November 5, was the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. During your prayer time this week, consider taking time to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters around the globe. 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