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MY NEXT STEP IS TO. . .

¡ Memorize Jeremiah 33:3

¡ Ask God to help me to remember that at the heart of the
gospel is an unanswered prayer

¡ Ask God to help me to see His “No” through eyes of faith

¡ Get the most out of today’s teaching by attending my
Life Group this week

Reasons We May Not See Answers To Prayer

1. Maybe The  Is __________________ __________________

“Listen! The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to 
hear you call. It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your 

sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.”
Isaiah 59:1-2

Memory Verse
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

unsearchable things you do not know.”
Jeremiah 33:3

“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to
him. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want you to do us a favor.’ ‘What is your

request?’ he asked.  They replied, ‘When you sit on your glorious
throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right

and the other on your left.’”
Mark 10:35-37

“ As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, Jesus resolutely 
set out for Jerusalem. He sent messengers ahead to a Samaritan 

village to prepare for his arrival. But the people of the village did not 
welcome Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem. When James 
and John saw this, they said to Jesus, “Lord, should we call down fire 

from heaven to burn them up?”
Luke 9:51-54

3. Maybe There’s Something With ______________ ________

“In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat
your wife with understanding as you live together. She may be weaker

than you are, but she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. 
Treat her as you should so your prayers will not be hindered.”

1 Peter 3:7

“But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a
thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord 
isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he 

is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be 
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”

2 Peter 3:8-9

2. Maybe The  Is __________________ __________________

4. Maybe  Is __________________ __________________
“‘My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,’ says the Lord.
    ‘And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.

For just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so my ways are higher than your ways

    and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.’” 
Isaiah 55:8-9
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Discussion Questions ‑ Week #4  
QUICK REVIEWThinking back to the sermon this weekend, “Why Didn't God Answer My Prayer?” summarize the main point in a sentence or two.Was there anything you heard for the first time or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?Is there any practical step you plan on taking this week in response to the message?      GETTING STARTED
 What do you think prompts people to expect “yes” as an answer to our prayers?
 Share a prayer request that, in retrospect, you are glad God did not grant.
 If a friend, family member, or co‑worker asked you to tell them why you pray, what would you tell them?DIGGING DEEPER1. Read John 15:1‑8. How do you make sense of the promise that Jesus makes in verse seven with its experience in your life? 
What does this passage imply is the purpose of God answering our prayers? 
What does it look like for you to remain (or abide) in Christ?
 How might our habit of remaining in Christ and His word shape our prayers and the things we pray for? 

Do you think our prayers will change the longer we are followers of Jesus? If so, how? 
2. Read Psalm 88. What are your impressions of this Psalm?
How would you respond if someone in your Life Group prayed a prayer like this? 
Would you ever encourage another believer to consider praying this prayer? Why or why not?
Have you ever felt like Psalmist and endured God's silence for a prolonged period? If so, how did you get through it?
How does it make you feel that God sovereignly chose to include this Psalm in scripture?
Do you find any hope in this passage? 
FOR PRACTICEThis weekend, Pastor Rick preached on the question, “Why Didn't God Answer My Prayer?” Asking God for things is an essential part of our relationship as creatures dependent on a good and loving Creator. That said, petitionary prayer is only one of the many forms of prayer. In the book Sacred Rhythms, Ruth Haley Barton suggests, “Prayer means letting God's creative love touch the most hidden places of our being and prayer means listening with attentive, undivided hearts to the inner movement of the Spirit of Jesus.” Did you catch that? Prayer means creating space to listen to God's voice. Consider setting aside some time this week to practice listening prayer and allow God to participate in the conversation.SHARE ITIs there anything you heard or learned in the weekend message or Life Group this week that you want to share with someone you know? PRAYER REQUESTS
 Pray for our Children and Youth Ministry as they continue to grow, connect, and minister to more children and families. Pray also that God would raise more leaders to serve with Raquel and Rufus to pursue the vision of more kids more like Jesus. 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