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1.6.19 
Stepping Out In Faith – Trusting God’s Promises 

 
If you’re a guest joining us this morning, we think you’ve picked a great time to do be 

with us as we’re kicking off a brand-new sermon series called “Stepping Out in Faith.”  And I’m 
going to put all my cards out on the table right here from the start and share that this is my 
hope and prayer for you in 2019: That you would step out in faith this year in a new way. 
Whether you’re going all in for Jesus and stepping out in faith for the first time, or you’re 
stepping out to a greater degree with greater faith than ever before. I’m praying for that kind of 
spiritual boldness, faithfulness and courage for you in 2019.  

I don’t know where all of you are spiritually this morning, some of you are here for the 
first time and you’re thinking what did I get myself into?  I can’t believe I’m sitting in a church. 
This might be hard to believe right now, but this might be the year that you cross the line to 
accept Jesus. This might be the year that you take the step of baptism publicly proclaiming 
before your friends, family and church “Christ is my Lord and Savior and I’m going to live for 
him.”  This might be the year you to join one of our short-term mission teams to share the good 
news of the gospel globally or that you start serving on one of our ministry teams here at ERBC 
or with one of our local partnerships. This might be the year that God brings victory in your life 
over some sin that you’ve been held captive to.  It may be the year that you begin to own your 
faith in your workplace, at your school, or your kid’s baseball games by telling others: Jesus has 
changed my life.  Over the next several weeks, we’re going to focus in on some of these key 
areas, to help you think through – what would it look like for me to step out in faith?  

Scripture is filled with examples of people stepping out in faith.  Abraham stepped out in 
faith. When he left the land of his people and followed God to a place that he’d never been 
before, all he knew was that God would show him the place.  Ruth stepped out in faith when 
she told her mother-in-law Naomi: “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go, I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and 
your God my God.  David, Ruth’s great grandson, stepped out in faith when told Saul, “Let no 
one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.’”  In the New 
Testament, Peter’s step of faith was perhaps the most literal when he said “Lord, if it’s you,“tell 
me to come to you on the water.”  And then he stepped out onto the waves to join the Lord. 
Like most of us learning to surf for the first time, he totally ate it. The point is that God’s word is 
filled with examples of people stepping out.  

  That being said, we can sometimes have a tendency to put our biblical heroes on a 
pedestal.  Even as I’m talking, some of you are thinking…That’s great Andrew, they stepped out, 
but you are talking about people who made it into the bible.  That’s why they’re it. I’m just a 
normal person. One of the things that I’ve come to love about the bible is the way that it shows 
us that God uses normal people like you and me to accomplish his purposes.  The point in 
telling us some of these stories isn’t to elevate our biblical heroes into some unattainable 
stratosphere of holiness. Rather these stories tell us of how God worked through normal people 
like us. Rather than discourage us, hopefully they can spark our imagination for what God could 
do through our lives if we were to trust Him and respond to his calling.  

When I was in college, I spent a few summers leading outdoor adventure trips.  It was a 
pretty cool gig for a college kid.  On one of my favorite trips we would take two big vans full of 
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teenagers, just North of Niagara in Canada for a couple of days of Rock Climbing and a 
wonderful Donut Place called Tim Hortons. It makes my heart warm just thinking about it. It 
was always fascinating to me to see how kids reacted to being lowered by a rope, down the 
face of the mountain the first time. It’s like they weren’t afraid when they were climbing up 
because they mostly had four points of contact and they felt like on the way up they were in 
control. They could control how high they climbed, how quickly they climbed, whether they 
were they going to be risk takers or play it safe. But when they hit the top or got to a point 
where they couldn’t go further and it was time to lower them down, we would inevitably hit a 
snag. I would tell them, take your hands off the wall, don’t hold onto the rope. I want you to sit 
back in your harness and stick your feet out in front of you. Kind of Tinkerbell like.  And they’d 
ask you want me to let go? Yes. I do. They had to put total trust in me or whoever was belaying 
them, they had to trust the rope, their harness…all of those things. Doing so felt so 
counterintuitive, so scary to let go and trust.  

What if that’s what stepping out in faith looked like for us this year? A zero points of 
contact, sitting back, total release to God.  Trusting that God has you. “I’m in his hands, so I’m 
taking the step.” If we’re going to Step Out in faith, it’s going to require Trust.  

The good news is that it’s not totally blind trust. We have the promises he’s made in his 
word to put our trust in.  The advantage we have over most of our biblical heroes is that we 
have recorded the stories of God’s rescue and his deliverance. They were living it out and 
trusting as they go. They might have known some of the stories passed down as God’s word 
was being inscribed, but we’ve got sixty-six books, of God’s promises, testimony of God’s power 
and proof of His love. Most of us have multiple bibles in are homes, not to mention access on 
our phones.  But it’s not just having God’s word with us, like some lucky rabbit foot.  It’s not 
going to make any difference for us…it won’t help us to trust him any more unless we read it, 
study it, memorize it. And start living it. Maybe start with the memory verse, it’s good advice. 
“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 

We’re going to spend the rest of our time together looking at a passage from 2 Timothy 
chapter three. As you turn there, let me give you a little bit of the background. 2 Timothy was 
written at the very end of Paul’s life. The picture we get from Acts chapter 28, is that of Paul in 
Rome, where he was under guard, but preaching regularly to those who came to see him. Some 
people think, based on the writings of some early church historians, that Paul was eventually 
released from his imprisonment. Upon release, he travelled to Spain as he mentioned he was 
hoping to do, and eventually he was brought back to Rome for a second imprisonment. At 
which point he was executed. Whether you believe Paul was imprisoned once in Rome, or twice 
in Rome…that’s where things ultimately ended for him as he was executed for his faith. It 
seems like in 2 Timothy Paul was pretty clear about what’s on the horizon. 

Pick up with me at verse ten  
“You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of 
them.  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 



 3 

of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” 
 Timothy was Paul’s disciple.  Paul met him on his second missionary journeys as he 
traveled about planting and encouraging churches in various cities. He came across Timothy, 
who was the son of a Jewish woman named Eunice. Eunice and her mother Lois, had placed 
their trust in Jesus and together they raised Timothy, teaching him the Jewish scriptures, but 
also the gospel of Jesus.  Or perhaps a better way of saying it, is they taught him the story of 
Jesus using what we know as the Old Testament. Which shouldn’t surprise us, because on the 
Road to Emmaus, what did Jesus do with the two disciples? “beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  That’s 
probably what Eunice and Lois were doing.  

When Paul arrived, he saw Timothy’s spiritual maturity despite being young, and the 
giftings God had anointed him with, and he invited Timothy to join him in ministry. If you read 
through Acts, or some of Paul’s later letters Timothy’s name shows up again and again as Paul’s 
co-laborer. He’s writing to Timothy who was now the Pastor of the church in Ephesus, and I 
have got to say, his words don’t present the most encouraging promise: “everyone who wants 
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  The reason I dial in on this, is when we 
commit, and step out in faith, it’s like we immediately get a target on our back.  All the sudden 
we feel attacked. Things keep going wrong, relationships that used to be fine are now strained.  
Things can go from bad to worse, and Paul doesn’t want us to be uninformed about what’s 
happening. There is a spiritual battle going on in the world. The Kingdom of God and the 
Kingdom of the evil one are at war and we’re in the middle of it. When we step out in faith, it’s 
like we’re stepping out from under cover, we’re climbing out of the trench and into the open 
and the devils going to take his shots. Paul’s saying when that happens, nothing went wrong, 
it’s not a sign that God abandoned you.  This is just the way that things are. Stepping out in 
faith will be painful. And it’s not just the devil, there will be people who will try and silence us, 
slander us.  They’ll do whatever they can to get us to step back in line, as opposed to stepping 
out for Jesus. On top of devil, and the world around us, even our own flesh is going to fight 
against us and look for excuses why we should keep playing it safe.  
 In 2 Timothy chapters two and the beginning of three Paul acknowledges that there are 
those who’ve given up, given in and those that have gone over.  They’ve turned to false 
teaching or watered down the gospel.  They’re those who are so tired of getting shot at 
spiritually and have climbed back into their foxholes for good. Paul acknowledges yeah, those 
people are all around us and some of them are even in the church.  

Our response to this cannot be to climb back in our spiritual fox holes and wait until 
Jesus returns. In verse ten and verse fourteen, Paul uses this really strong contrasting 
statement – the NIV translates the phrase differently, but in Greek it’s the same: Su De.  It 
means “but as for you.” He’s talking about these other people who aren’t following Christ, 
who’ve maybe walked away – or watered it down – but as for you - Don’t do as they do, don’t 
live as they live. Don’t give up, don’t give in. Keep preaching it, keep sharing it, keep living it.  
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Because those people around you – they might not want it, but they need the message that you 
have share.  

How do we keep stepping out in a world that seems like it’s set against us? Paul tells us: 
Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of.  The idea of continuing in 
what we’ve learned, means don’t sit back on yesterday’s spiritual experiences or achievements. 
Don’t think, oh I read through the bible once. A couple of years ago I went to church regularly. 
When I was a kid, I went to a Christian camp. The things that sustained us spiritually yesterday, 
weren’t intended to sustain us today. We can’t fall back on them. If you’re familiar with the 
story of the Exodus, remember what the Israelites ate? Manna. It would show up every 
morning. the Israelites were told to gather only enough manna for that day. If they tried to 
gather more, it would rot and get maggots in it.  For most of us, we would only have to learn 
that lesson once. The next day God would provide again for that day and they would gather and 
eat. God’s word is our daily bread – and we are to continue going back to it – and getting what 
is sufficient for the day. The idea suggests regularity. An ongoing habit.  This is why this 
weekend we’ve included a bible reading plan in your worship folder and some other resources 
in your message notes.  We want to encourage and equip you as you step out in faith – to 
continue in what you have learned.  

Some of you like to read devotionals and I know some of you like listening to podcasts 
of great preachers – in addition to the great preaching you hear from us. Those things are good 
and can be a part of a healthy Christians diet, but they cannot replace your time in God’s word. 
Paul tells us that “all scripture is God-breathed.”  It’s not just someone’s opinion. It’s not 
something to be considered among other options. God breathed means it is authoritative in all 
manners of faith and conduct.  That comes from our statement of faith. It means it’s the 
authority on what we believe, and how we should live. There’s a second part to scripture being 
“God-breathed” it means that God word is invested with God’s power. The same word that 
spoke creation into existence from nothing can be encountered in his written word. That’s what 
sets it apart from any other book. I just finished a biography on George Washington. It was 
great, I loved it, but it has no intrinsic power to bring about change in my life. I’m not going to 
all the sudden wear powdered wigs. It’s just a book. Right now, I feel like my prayer life is a little 
dry, and I’m a reader, that’s how I fix things, so I’m reading a book on prayer by Richard Foster. 
He’s got some great wisdom, but there’s no power intrinsic to his words. God’s word has the 
power to shape and transform us.  

When we encounter God’s word and surrender ourselves to the one speaking through 
it, he teaches us.  He teaches us the story of salvation, and of his love for us. He teaches us how 
to live along the grain of the universe in harmony with the way that he made it. The rebuke and 
the correcting, I want to say they’re things in we hate in our day. We hate being rebuked or 
corrected, but there was probably never a time that people were really into being rebuked or 
corrected. But it’s in God’s grace that he does so. He says this is what you were created for. 
Why are you living for so much less? You’re a beloved creature, created for eternity, why would 
you throw it away for something so worthless, or chase after something so meaningless? 

My daughter Ya’el is in that stage where she’s putting everything in her mouth, and the 
other day my wife was cleaning up the floor after dinner, because Ya’el can be a bit messy.  And 
my daughter likes to be helpful, so Kristen gave her a cleaning rag.  And then when she turned 
around, she discovered that this rag that was being used to wipe up the floor, was in Ya’el’s 
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mouth. And we took it from her, and she thought we were ogres, but we were correcting her – 
you don’t put cleaning rags in your mouth.  How many things do you think you and I do, that to 
God are equally ridiculous, where he thinks, “I can’t believe I have to correct you on this.”  
When we read scripture as God’s word and not just an opinion, we encounter those things and 
can be transformed.  

The training in righteousness is about giving us a pattern to follow.  Most of us know 
that when we place our trust in Jesus as our Lord and Savior for the first-time, we receive his 
righteousness. That’s how being saved works. As we live in accordance with the pattern we find 
in scripture, it helps us to live into and grow up into the righteousness, that is already ours. 
Sometimes we call it “sanctification” – but it’s being trained, learning the righteousness that’s 
our in Jesus.”  
   In verse fifteen Paul told us the first purpose of scripture is to provide us with message 
of salvation, the offer of salvation finally here in verse seventeen, he gives us the second 
purpose which is to) equipping us. The first purpose is our salvation, the second is to make us 
co-laborers in his plan of salvation. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians, we’ve been reconciled, now as 
ambassadors we offer the message of reconciliation to a broken world. God’s word equips us 
for our role as ambassador. Stepping out in faith simply becomes the natural result of living 
according to his word.  Like the fruit of the spirit it’s not something that we consciously 
generate or think about. It just becomes more and more default setting in life, as we abide in 
him by abiding in his word.  
 

 


