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 Continuing our series. . . WWJD 
 Today looking at ROADBLOCKS, BARRIERS TO BELIEF, STUMBLING BLOCKS. 
 What’s a stumbling block? 
 There’s a definition at the top of your notes. . .  
 Stumbling Block: Anything that blocks someone’s path as they seek to follow God 
 Right now we’re 39 days away from Christmas. 
 And we remember that on that first Christmas Jesus left heaven and came to earth so that you 
can I could have a personal relationship with God. 
 In two weeks we’re beginning a Christmas series called 
 God With Us 
 In this series we’re going to be reminded that God is with us no matter where we are, whether 
that’s on the mountain top or the valley. 
 There is no place where we can go where God is not. 
 And at Christmas we remember, the Christmas name of Jesus – Immanuel – which means “God 
with us.” 
 And we remember that the reason that Jesus came to earth, was so that God could be with us, 
and so that ultimately we could be forever with Him in heaven. 
 And because that was Jesus’ purpose in leaving heaven and coming to earth, it only makes 
sense that he would want to undo anyone or anything that puts up barriers to people experiencing 
what He came to bring - - a relationship with God. 
 Roadblocks, Obstacles, Stumbling blocks are some of the barriers that can stand between people 
and God. 
 Who Can Be A Stumbling Block? 
 That’s what we’re looking at today. 
 We know that Jesus was a friend of sinners 
 We know that he was a friend of children. 
 He was a friend of the friendless 
 But we also know there was one group with whom Jesus was not friendly. 
 A group with whom he pulled no punches and consistently criticized and repeatedly attacked. 
 The group that I’m talking about wasn’t the Romans who were the occupying power in Israel. 
 The group I’m talking about were the religious people, or specifically the . . . 
 1. Religious Leaders 
 The leaders who taught that the way to please God was by keeping all the rules - - and they had 
lots of rules. 
 In Matthew 23 we read . . .   
 “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The teachers of religious law and the 
Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. So practice and obey whatever they tell 
you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. . .  
 In other words, do as they say, not as they do. 
 Why, because they were hypocrites! 
 And we looked at hypocrites last week. 
 And we saw that hypocrisy was something that Jesus called people out on repeatedly 
 And the people he always called out were the religious leaders. 
 They had come up with a performance-based religion and here is how Jesus summed it up. 
 He said . . . 
  “Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’” Matthew 15:9 
(NLT) 
 “they teach man-made ideas as commands from God. 
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 The Pharisees were famous for adding to the commands found in the Bible all of their own rules 
as well. 
 For example, you know that one of the 10 Commandments has to do with the “Sabbath” day – the 
seventh day of the week.  
 Exodus 20:8-11 says . . . 
 “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy” 
 It’s a command that says that the seventh day is a day when you are to REST and not WORK. 
 That is the command -  - it’s actually in the Bible - - - and when you think about it, that command 
from God is a GIFT!  
 That’s a blessing!  
 You can work six days, but on the seventh God gives you a command to rest. 
 But then what the Pharisees did is they made up all these rules (613) about what it means to rest 
on the Sabbath.  
 All these rules about things you could not do on the Sabbath.   
 Because if you were to do them that would be work. 
 Rules like you couldn’t look in a mirror on the Sabbath, because if you did you might see a gray 
hair and be tempted to pluck it out and that would be work. 
 They said that you could only eat an egg which had been laid on the Sabbath if you killed the 
chicken for Sabbath-breaking. 
 It was fine to spit on a rock on the Sabbath, but you could not spit on the ground, because 
that made mud and mud was mortar, and that was work. 
 Still today, if you travel to Israel, or other parts of the world where there is a large Jewish 
population you will find . . .  
 Sabbath Elevators (Photo) 
 I saw these years ago in Jerusalem when I was on a Holy Land Tour. 
 If you’ve never seen a Sabbath Elevator, what it is, is an elevator that has been pre-programmed, 
so that on the Sabbath it will stop automatically at every floor, allowing people to step in and out without 
having to press any buttons. 
 Otherwise, Jewish law prohibits observers from using an elevator on the Sabbath in the normal 
manner, because pressing the button to operate the elevator closes a circuit, which is one of the activities 
prohibited on the Sabbath. 
 You couldn’t gargle, because that was considered work. 
 And they had hundreds more rules just like this and what they did was they added to God’s good 
command all of these extra rules and the key mistake they made was that they applied their rules to 
everyone else in the nation . . .  
 And the result was people thought . . .  
 “This is what it means to faithfully follow God. . . it means you can’t gargle on the 7th day of 
the week.” 
 Now it’s easy to DIS the Pharisees for what they did, but I wonder if you and I ever do the same 
thing. 
 Do we ever regard our personal preferences as being on the same level as God’s rules and 
then measure everyone around us based on how well they keep my rules. 
 I think we might. 
 One example might be cigarettes. 
 Personally, I don’t like cigarettes. 
 Their expensive, they give you cancer, and my wife can’t handle being within a block of anyone 
who is smoking. 
 So for those reasons, I don’t like cigarettes. 
 But that’s a Personal Preference. 
 I can’t put that on the same level as one of God’s commandments and say “Thou shalt not 
smoke!” 
 “And if thou smoke, thou art sinning” 
 And the reason I can’t do that is because that is not in the Bible. 
 What I can say is “I don’t like cigarettes” 
 “Here are my reasons” 
 “Please don’t smoke around my wife.” 
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 But I can’t call it a sin. 
 When it comes to some of our personal preferences, we hold them so tightly that we’ll say, “I 
know that the command to not do that isn’t in the Bible, but it OUGHT to be.” 
 And sometimes we’ll judge people for violating our personal preferences. 
 We’ll judge them for smoking as if they’re somehow a lesser Christian if they do that. 
 Smoking is one area where we might do that. 
 What’s another? 
 Another is  Politics! 
 I can passionately believe in my candidate. 
 I can passionately believe in my party’s platform 
 I can get out there and campaign for my candidate 
 But the minute that I say or think, “I don’t see how someone who calls themselves a Christian 
could oppose my candidate, or oppose this policy.” 
 You have crossed the line from involved-citizen to Pharisee, and I run the risk becoming a 
stumbling block because you are associating your own personal preferences with the rule of God, and 
you often do it in the name of God. 
 It’s okay to have preferences but you can’t raise it up to the level of the Bible and declare war 
over it, and judge other people’s Christianity based on it. 
 By the way, it’s interesting to see the response of these religious leaders when Jesus called them 
out for what they were doing . . .. . 
 When Jesus called them out . . . Did they say, “Thank you Jesus for pointing this out? We 
actually had no idea we were doing this, and we’re going to repent.” 
 From history, we have records of some of these religious leaders, some of these Pharisees 
becoming Christ-followers. 
 Nicodemus was one 
 The Apostle Paul was another. 
 Formerly a pharisee named Saul. 
 His name was changed to Paul and he wound up authoring much of the New Testament. 
 So we know that some of the Pharisees were open to the correction that Jesus levelled against 
them. 
 But take a look at the response that was more typical. 
 “‘Teacher,’ said an expert in religious law, ‘you have insulted us, too, in what you just 
said.’” Luke 11:45 
  In other words, you hurt our feelings! 
  They don’t want to address the truth of what Jesus is saying, so instead they just say “You’re 
criticism is hurtful!” 
 Now, Jesus could have apologized and backed off at this point, but he didn’t. 
 Instead look at what he said to them . . . 
   “Jesus replied, ‘And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down 
with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.’”  
Luke 11:46 
 With those words, Jesus is painting a vivid word picture that all of his listeners would have 
related to. 
 At the time that Jesus was teaching, all of the people who heard him would have often seen 
around Jerusalem . . . 
 Pack animals loaded down with burdens 
 They were kind of the 1st century equivalent of our pickup truck. 
 And it was really common to load these animals with so much stuff that it was hard to see the 
animal. 
 And Jesus was telling the religious leaders that they were like bad donkey owners who heaped 
rules onto people to the point where they can’t even move. 
 Kind of like this picture. . .  
 (Donkey Up In The Air)  
 https://www.pinterest.at/pin/93942342203651725/ 
 And sadly, that is the picture that a lot of people have of Christianity. 
 There’s an episode of The Simpsons in which Bart asks his dad what religion he is. 

https://www.pinterest.at/pin/93942342203651725/
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 And Homer appears to have a momentary memory lapse when it comes to the name of his 
religion. 
 So I want you to notice how he describes his religion . . .  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY-Z-pknTyA 
 Sadly for a lot of people that’s the way they see Christianity 
 “Well-meaning rules that don’t work in real life” 
 And that becomes for a lot of people a Stumbling block. 
 And so it shouldn’t surprise us that some of Jesus’ harshest words are reserved for those who put 
up those kind of Stumbling Blocks. 
 Matthew 23:13 he says . . .  
 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.” Matthew 23:13 
 You might want to underline that phrase on your notes . . .  
 “You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.”  Matthew 23:13 
 Jesus died on a cross to open that door. 
 To provide access for us to his Heavenly Father 
 Jesus left heaven, came to earth, and died on a cross to open that door. 
 One of the Bible verses that so many have committed to memory is John 3:16 
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
 This is why the Father gave his son. 
 So that we would have eternal life,  
 And that is not something that begins when we die and get to heaven. 
 It begins here and now when we surrender control of our lives to Jesus Christ. 
 It’s then that are sins are forgiven. 
 It’s then that we’re adopted into God’s forever family. 
 Eternal life is not just a length of life, but a quality of life.  
 As God’s Holy Spirit comes and takes up residence in our life so that we can live lives here and 
now of power and passion and purpose. 
 Jesus came and died on the cross to make that possible. 
 And so, it only makes sense that if that is what he came to do, that he would want to undo 
anything that was getting in the way of what he came to do. 
 He would want to UNDO any roadblocks, any barriers, any stumbling blocks that got in the way of 
that access.  
 Stumbling blocks can come in the form of RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
 They can also come in the form of . . .  
 2. His Most Faithful Followers 
 We’re not surprised to see the Pharisees, who were steadfast opponents of Jesus playing the 
role of Stumbling Block. 
 More surprising is when it was how own disciples who were the roadblocks that stood between 
Jesus and those who wanted to reach him. 
 In Mark chapter 10 we’re told that . . .  
 “One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. 
But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. When Jesus saw what was happening, he 
was angry with his disciples. He said to them, ‘Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For 
the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.”  Mark 10:13-14 
 And just to make sure that they didn’t miss what he was saying, he followed that up by telling 
them . . .  
 “I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never 
enter it.’ Then he took the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed 
them.” 
Mark 10:15-16 
 Jesus was all about the children. 
 That’s why he told his most faithful followers, to let them come to him. 
 In Matthew’s gospel he said . . .  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY-Z-pknTyA
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 “If anyone causes one of these little ones--those who believe in me--to stumble, it would 
be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the 
depths of the sea.” 
Matthew 18:6 
 Do you get the idea that Jesus would like to UNDO stumbling blocks? 
 Anything that becomes a roadblock and a barrier between those he wants to reach, and Him? 
 His most faithful followers could become those Roadblocks or Stumbling Blocks 
 And not just with the children. 
 In other ways as well. 
 As Jesus was getting ready to go to the cross, he asked his disciples a question. . .  
 Matthew 16 tells us . . . 
 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, 
‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.’”  Matthew 16:13-14 
 That was what people said about him. 
 In the verses that follow, Jesus moves that question from the general to the specific. 
 Verse 15 . . . 
 “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  
 And Simon Peter who was often the first to speak 
 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  
 And in response to that declaration, Jesus heaped some pretty high praise on Peter. 
 He told him . . .  
 And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not 
reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.’” Matthew 16:15-17 
 Jesus told Peter. . .  

  “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the 
gates of Hades will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall have been loosed in heaven.” Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that 
He was the Christ.” Matthew 16:18-20 
 This was Peter’s finest moment. 
 But sadly for Peter the story doesn’t end there. 
 We read on and we’re told that . . . 
 “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up 
on the third day. Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This 
shall never happen to You.’”  Matthew 16:21-22 
 And upon hearing that, did Jesus commend Peter for his love and for his loyalty? 
 Not hardly. 
 Look at what he said to him. 

 “But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan!  
 Pause there for a moment. 
 Remember, Jesus is talking to the same Peter, who just a moment before he had commended for 
his exceptional spiritual insight. 
 The same Peter that he called blessed because he had a revelation. . .  
 The same Peter to whom he said . . .  
 . . . . flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.’” Matthew 16:15-
17 
 He now calls .. .  
 You are a stumbling block to Me;  
 Why did he call him a stumbling block 
 He tells us, it was because Peter . . . 
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 for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.’”  Matthew 16:23 
 Peter, unknowingly, was seeking to BLOCK Jesus’ path as He sought to follow his Father. 
 If you had asked Peter at the beginning of his conversation with Jesus, “Is it your plan, is it your 
intent to try and block Jesus as he seeks to follow His father’s plan for his life? 
 I’m sure that Peter would have said, “Of course not!” 
 “That would never happen to me.” 
 And yet that’s exactly what he did. 
 Religious leaders can be stumbling blocks 
 Jesus Most Faithful Followers can be stumbling blocks. 
 And if we’re not careful . .   
 3. You And Me 
 If Jesus most faithful followers could, without meaning to, become stumbling blocks - - - could 
become people who block someone’s path as they seek to follow God, then in shouldn’t surprise us that it 
could just as easily happen to any of us. 
 Jesus said it this say in a conversation with his disciples.. .  
 “He said to His disciples, ‘It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come . . .  
 He said, as long as we live on this earth there will be stumbling blocks. 
 The Pharisees didn’t set out to be obstacles to others who were seeking to follow God, they 
actually believed that the 613 rules that they came up with would help people to be more holy. 
 The disciples who scolded the parents for bothering Jesus by bringing their children to him, we’re 
trying to position themselves in opposition to what Jesus was trying to do. 
 They just honestly believed that He didn’t have time for children. 
 Peter, when he tried to do everything within his power to keep Jesus from the cross, was certainly 
not trying to do the devil’s work, nevertheless, Jesus calls him by the Devil’s name. 
 He says “Get behind me Satan.” 
 Jesus said,  
 ‘It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come . . .  
 But don’t let them come through you. 

He said 
 woe to him through whom they come!’” Luke 17:1 
 The Apostle Pau writing to the Christians at the church in Rome said. . . . 
 “Make up your mind not to put any stumbling-block or obstacle in your brother’s way” 
Romans 14:13 
 Don’t be the one - - - whether it’s knowingly or unknowingly, winds up blocking someone else’s 
path as they seek to follow God. 
 All of us here know people who know us, but don’t know Jesus. 
 At least I hope that’s true. 
 I’d be surprised is there is someone here this evening who does not know anyone who does not 
know Jesus. 
 I know it’s dangerous to make generalizations, but I’m going to risk it here and say that all us 
know someone, who knows us but doesn’t know Jesus. 
 So let’s take what we’ve looked at this evening and bring it down to a personal level. 
 Let me give you a simple question you can ask yourself. 
 Ask Yourself: 
 Think for a moment about those people who know you but don’t know Jesus. 
 On their journey of faith, ask yourself . . . 
 Am I A Stepping Stone Or A Stumbling Block? 
 Do you think it’s more likely that those people who know you but don’t know Jesus would come to 
know Jesus because of knowing us, or less likely? 
 Do you think in all likelihood, on their journey of faith, we would be a step on that journey, or a 
barrier to overcome? 
 If those people who know you but don’t know Jesus, were to one day come to know him is it more 
likely that in some sense it would be because of us, or in spite of us? 
 I think it’s a fair question for us to ask ourselves because most of us, if we think back to our own 
journey of faith, can point to someone, maybe multiple someones who God used to bring us to know Him. 
 On the flip side, sadly, most of us can identify stumbling blocks. 
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 Someone, who whether they meant to or not, was sort of a roadblock on our journey of faith. 
 My question for you is . . ..  
 Which are you? 
 If you don’t know, then you can ask God to show you. 
 He’s already told us what he wants us to be . . . 
 You see it in our Memory Verse for this week . . . 
 Memory Verse 
 “In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise 
your heavenly Father.”  Matthew 5:16 
 How does that happen? 
 We have to be living out our live around people . ..   
 And those people need to know that we know Jesus. 
 That’s the only way that they will praise our heavenly father. 
 If they don’t know that we know Jesus, then they’ll just praise us, and that is certainly not the 
goal. 
 My prayer for each of us, as that we will be STEPPING STONES and not STUMBLING BLOCKS 
for those around us. 
 Let’s pray. . . . 


